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Dear Janet
Petition P-05-875 The Capping of Council Tax Rises in Wales

Thank you for your correspondence of 30 May regarding the petition
on capping council tax rises.

We have a clear and unambiguous policy on capping, which we
naturally oppose. This is because it weakens local accountability and
dilutes local decision-making. Welsh Ministers have never had to use
their powers to limit council budgets, however since the onset of
austerity there has been a common understanding that if rises breach
a 5% threshold then Ministers might consider using those powers. In
the run up to financial year 2018-19, ministers signalled a more
relaxed approach which local government welcomed.
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understand the frustrations of the petitioner.
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developed a ‘Council Tax Protocol’ which will deliver consistency in
approaches to recovery and we have successfully secured an
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exemption for Care Leavers to be brought into Council Tax legislation to ensure
transparency and consistency. We are also working with partners like the Wales Centre for
Public Policy on their research into ‘Responding to Citizens in Debt to Public services’ to
better understand the impact of rent and council tax arrears on the budgets of the most
vulnerable.

If the Committee has any further queries in relation to the petition, please contact the team
at the WLGA using the contact details above.

I hope this is helpful to you.

Yours sincerely

Councillor Debbie Wilcox
Leader of WLGA

Croesawn ohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a’r Saesneg a byddwn yn ymateb i ohebiaeth yn yr un iaith.
Ni fydd defnyddio’r naill iaith na’r llall yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English and will respond to correspondence in the same language.
Use of either language will not lead to a delay.



